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Text: English Introduction: Arabic

This scholarly work documents the beautiful and practical courtyard homes that shaped the famous,

labyrinthine alleyways of Baghdad. Sadly, much of this housing was demolished in the rush to

modernise the city. The numerous photographs in this book - although not always of the quality that

one would expect now - represent a valuable archive about the craftsmanship of Baghdad's

builders, a lost vernacular architecture and the way of life that disappeared with it.
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